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SUBJECT: DC CONCLAVE AVOIDS RUPTURE ON ISSUE OF CONGRESS DATE 
REF: (A) ROME 16140; (B) ROME 15699 

SUMMARY: CONSULTATIVE "FIRESIDE CHAT" OF TOP DC LEADERS 
WITH PARTY SECRETARY ZACCAGNINI NOVEMBER 6 RESULTED IN 
COMPROMISE FAVORABLE TO DC CENTRIST MAJORITY. ALTHOUGH 
MEETING RESULTS BEING CLOSELY HELD, CONSENSUS APPARENTLY 
REACHED TO SET CONGRESS DATE AT NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
TO BE HELD BEFORE END OF NOVEMBER. CONGRESS NOW SEEMS 
LIKELY TO TAKE PLACEIN FEBRUARY - EARLIER THAN SPRING 
TIMING FAVORED BY ZACCAGNINI, BUT SOMEWHAT LATER THAN 
JANUARY CONVOCATION DEMANDED BY FANFANI. IF COMPROMISE 
UNDERSTANDING HOLDS UP, ZACCAGNINI LIKELY TO STAY ON UNTIL 
CONGRESS. RESULTS OF CONCLAVE AVERT THREAT TO MORO GOVERN- 
MENT WHICH OPEN RUPTURE BETWEEN ZACCAGNINI SUPPORTERS AND 
DC CENTER-RIGHT WOULD HAVE PRODUCED.END SUMMARY. 

1. SIXTEEN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADERS INCLUDING 
MORO, DONAT-CATTIN, DE MITA, PARLIAMENTARY GROUP LEADERS 
BARTOLOMEI AND PICCOLI, FOUR FORMER PARTYSECRETARIES 
(INCLUDING FORLANI), AND FOUR FORMER PREMIERS (INCLUDING 
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TERMED A "FIRESIDE CHAT" ON MAJOR ISSUES FACING THE PARTY. 
RUMOR AND ANDREOTTI WERE OUT OF ROME AND WERE REPRESENTED 

BY GULLOTTI AND EVANGELISTI RESPECTIVELY. SEVEN-HOUR 
CONSULTATIVE MEETING DEVOTED PRIMARILY TO QUESTION OF HOW 
SOON TO CONVOKE PARTY CONGRESS - A MAJOR BONE OF CONTEN- 
TION BETWEEN THE PARTY LEFT AND RIGHT (REF. B). 

2. AVAILABLE INFORMATION INDICATES THAT MEETING PRODUCED 
TENTATIVE COMPROMISE WHICH AVOIDED AN OPEN RUPTURE BETWEEN 
THE ZACCAGNINI FORCES AND THE CENTRIST, MAJORITY (DOROTEO), 
ANDREOTTI AND FANFANI-FORLANI FACTIONS. BASIS OF COMPROMISE 
WAS AGREEMENT TO SET DATE FOR PARTY CONGRESS AT A NATIONAL 
COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD WITHIN LAST TEN DAYS OF THIS 
MONTH. 

3. PRESS LEAKS INDICATE FANFANI MADE STRONG PITCH FOR HOLDING 
CONGRESS IN JANUARY, BEFORE SCHEDULED PSI CONGRESS IN EARLY 
FEBRUARY. ZACCAGNINI FORCES HAVE URGED THAT PREPARATIONS 
NOT BE RUSHED AND THAT THE CONGRESS BE HELD IN THE SPRING. 
ALTHOUGH FIRM DECISION MUST NOW AWAIT NATIONAL COUNCIL 
MEETING, INDICATIONS POINT TO A CONGRESS SOMETIME IN 
FEBRUARY. THIS TIMING WOULD PROBABLY SATISFY PARTY 
MODERATES WHO ARE ANXIOUS THAT THE DC DEVELOP A CLEAR, 
POLICY LINE (ESPECIALLY VIS-A-VIS THE PCI) PRIOR TO THE IMPORT 
ANT LOCAL ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR LATE SPRING AND BEFORE THE 
ZACCAGNINI FORCES CAN FURTHER CONSOLIDATE THEIR HOLD 

ON THE PARTY APPARATUS. 

4. IF COMPROMISE REACHED AT NOVEMBER 6 CONCLAVE HOLDS, 
ZACCAGNINI STANDS GOOD CHANCE OF STAYING ON UNTIL CONGRESS. 
IMMEDIATE THREAT TO MORO GOVERNMENT WHICH INTERNAL DC 
RUPTURE WOULD HAVE PRODUCED HAS BEEN A VERTED .C ALIN GAERT 
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